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Longford could not banish Marie from his thoughts
and decided to devote his attention to the Gordian
knot of his love aflairs. To this end he sent a letter
by his coachman to Hobbs. In this communication
which was more of an order than an invitation, Longford
requested Hobbs to lunch with him that day to discuss
business. The managing director never considered
anyone's convenience but his own, and had no hesitation
in asking the booking agent to sacrifice his holiday to
work.
When Ralph had furnished Hobbs with a good cigar,
as an accompaniment to excellent post-prandial coifee
and liqueur brandy, he asked, as though by chance
" Have you decided on Selina's next turn ? I believe
you said her present contract terminates shortly. It
struck me the other night, when I was in front, that
her numbers are pretty threadbare. Our audiences are
getting bored with her."
" I'm gkd you've raised the question/' replied Hobbs,
" I've been meaning to ask you for some time if, for a
change, you really want to put her into that new sketch
you spoke about."
" My dear fellow/' said Longford cordially, " I want
your opinion. Personally I'm averse to staging any new
commonplace sketches just now, for I've decided to
import from Paris some hot-stuff playlets. Their
adaptation won't take long and I want to produce them
as soon as they're ready." Longford paused to flick
the ash carefully from the end of his cigar. " Couldn't
yon get Selinaa booking in theprovinces for a bit?" he
continued. "She'd get over her staleness, gain ex-
perience, and be generally freshened up if she were to
leave the Star Halls, and tour for a few months. I
don't think she's suited for the playlets I've in mind,
and I can't think of any new solos for her."
Hobbs was astonished. He had been fascinated by
Marie at their first meeting and for a long time had